
 

 

 
 
Landon Metz 
 
A Different Kind of Paradise 

 
September 8 – October 22, 2022 
Opening reception: Wednesday, September 7, 6-8pm 
Artist talk and book signing: Saturday, September 10, 2pm 
 
Sean Kelly is pleased to announce Landon Metz’s second solo exhibition at the 
gallery. This new body of work reflects Metz's ongoing enquiry into the relationship 
between form and its absence. Paintings are the primary vehicle through which Metz 
invites a heightened awareness of presence, one mirrored in both the execution of 
his work and the viewing experience itself. His visual language is a mediation on the 
relativity of experience, emphasizing the connection between polarities: subject to 
object, figure to ground, and materiality to immateriality. The opening reception will 
take place on Wednesday, September 7, from 6-8 pm. The artist will be present. 
 
Metz’s works both inhabit space and address the construction of space. His process, 
how the dye he uses responds to the conditions of its pour, the surface tension of 
the canvas, and the pigment’s absorption into the fibers of the canvas to produce an 
image, are as intimately considered as the installation of the works in the space 
itself. A Different Kind of Paradise is as much a ritual space as it is a contemplative 
one. Visitors are greeted by a two-panel work flanking the entrance to the main 



 

 

gallery. Taking inspiration from a nijiriguchi, the small, square portal through which 
guests enter a traditional Japanese tea ceremony room, Metz has created an 
environment, without physically altering the gallery’s architecture. His installation 
centers on the relationship between the viewer and their surroundings, embodiment 
and opticality.  
 
The largest work on display, is comprised of eight panels and a multi-colored palette. 
Metz has discussed this work’s format in relation to Monet’s Water Lilies, referencing 
their historical legacy and panoramic presentation which engulfs the viewer in the 
work. This painting immerses the viewer within pictorial space, whereas the more 
intimate entry diptych incorporates the empty volume of the gallery’s passage into its 
composition. Within the matrix of the show, the smallest panels, of which there are 
three, are counterpoised by their scale and material density.  
 
With these spatial and optical compositional strategies, Metz extends ideas that 
have long driven his practice. A Different Kind of Paradise offers viewers an intimate 
experience, providing moments of meditative respite and contemplation from the 
otherwise frenetic landscape of daily life. 
 
Landon Metz was born in Phoenix, Arizona, and currently lives and works in New 
York. His work has appeared in solo exhibitions in Norway, Italy, Denmark, and 
Canada. In 2014, he was the artist in residence at the ADN Collection in Bolzano, 
Italy, and in 2018, Metz was the subject of a solo exhibition at Museo Pietro 
Canonica in Rome. Metz was recently featured in group exhibitions at The Nassau 
County Museum of Art, Roslyn, New York, and the Villa Medici in Rome, Italy.  
 
 
For additional information on Landon Metz, please visit skny.com 
 
For press, please contact Adair Lentini at Adair@skny.com 
 
For all other inquiries, please contact Thomas Kelly at Thomas@skny.com 
 
Image caption: Landon Metz, MMXXII XXXI, 2022, Dye and canvas, 40 x 64 inches overall, 
Photography by Shark Senesac 
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