
 

 

 
 ILSE D’HOLLANDER 
  
 JANUARY 8 – FEBRUARY 6, 2016 
 OPENING RECEPTION: JANUARY 7, 6-8PM 
 

December 10, 2015 – Sean Kelly is delighted to present a one-
person exhibition of over 60 paintings and works on paper by Bel-
gian artist, Ilse D'Hollander (1968 – 1997). This will be the first 
comprehensive solo exhibition of D’Hollander’s remarkable body of 
work ever presented in the United States. An opening reception will 
take place on Thursday, January 7 from 6:00 to 8:00pm.  
 
Created during a very brief period, from 1989 until her early, unex-
pected and tragic death at the age of 29, D'Hollander’s oeuvre ex-
hibits a highly developed sense of color, composition, scale and 
surface, through the use of subtle tones and pared down composi-
tions. An artist’s artist, her canvases and works on paper favor ab-
straction, yet subtly allude to the everyday, hinting at nature and 
the landscape of the Flemish countryside where she spent the last 
and most productive years of her life.  
 
D’Hollander’s subtly evocative canvases have drawn comparisons 
to work as various as that of early Piet Mondrian, Nicolas de Staël 

and Raoul De Keyser – whom she regarded as a friend – her work is distinguished by its contemplative tran-
quility, ethereal quality and brilliant, deceptive simplicity. The intimate scale of her canvasses invites the viewer 
to embrace a highly personal relationship with the work, where multiple layers of paint, visible brushstrokes 
and trembling lines of color reveal D’Hollander’s tangible and sensual exploration of the act of painting. In the 
only text she penned about her work, D’Hollander wrote that, “A painting comes into being when ideas and the 
act of painting coincide. When referring to ideas, it implies that as a painter, I am not facing my canvas as a 
neutral being but as an acting being who is investing into the act of painting. My being is present in my action 
on the canvas.”  
 
D’Hollander’s work has rarely been exhibited outside of Europe and, until now, the work has not been afforded 
the recognition it deserves. This major exhibition addresses that inequity, allowing a remarkable talent, which 
was silenced all too soon, the place it justly deserves on the international stage. Two major monographs, Untit-
led, and Works on Paper, discussing D’Hollander’s life and works, will be available for purchase at the gallery 
during the exhibition. 
 
Concurrent with this exhibition, Sean Kelly will present an exhibition of work by Diana Fonseca Quinoñes in the front 
and downstairs gallery spaces.  
 
Image: Ilse D’Hollander, Untitled, 1996, oil on canvas, 71 x 55 cm. © The Estate of Ilse D’Hollander. Photo: Guy Braeckman, Courtesy: Sean Kelly, New 
York. 
 
For media inquiries, please contact: Christine McMonagle at 212.239.1181 or christine@skny.com 
For other inquiries, please contact: Janine Cirincione at 212.239.1181 or janine@skny.com 
 
Gallery hours are Tuesday through Friday from 11am until 6pm and Saturday from 10am until 6pm. 


