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Marina Abramovic is restaging The Artist Is Present to benefit Ukraine aid efforts. 

When Marina Abramović staged The Artist is Present at the Museum of Modern Art in 
2010, more than 1,500 were photographed sitting across from her. Now anyone who 
missed out has a second chance thanks to a benefit auction to aid Direct Relief’s efforts 
in Ukraine. The Serbian artist is restaging her most well-known performance at Sean 
Kelly Gallery, where a survey of her work is currently on view. Viewers can bid for the 
chance to be photographed sitting across from her through Artsy’s auction platform. 
“We felt we needed to do something fast,” Kelly told Artnet News. “We just feel it’s a 
huge imperative to get money into people’s heads as quickly as possible.” 


