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In a lockdown year, with travel reduced, there was no movable feast quite like an 
art book. Art is made by all sorts of people, everywhere, all the time, along many 
different paths, some of which are illuminated by these intriguing publications 
chosen by our critics. 
 
Siddhartha Mitter’s Favorites 
 
‘Shahzia Sikander: Extraordinary Realities’ 
Shahzia Sikander is known for disruptions of the Indo-Persian miniature painting 
tradition, which she expanded compositionally and infused with feminist and 
political themes. Rich with essays and conversations (edited by Sadia Abbas and 
Jan Howard), this catalog accompanies an exquisite exhibition on her early 
career (1987-2003). It follows her training in Pakistan, move to the United States 
in 1993, and navigation of U.S. social and racial realities; it leaves off in the 
frenzy of the War on Terror. It proves instructive to re-examine those years 
through Sikander’s keen grasp and artistic choices. (Distributed for Hirmer 
Publishers by University of Chicago Press) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


